Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 12th December, 2012  
In Attendance:
Councillors Mary Kavanagh (Chairperson), Michael Farrelly, Fintan Malone, Jim Tenanty, Pearse McGeough, Dolores Minogue,  Padraig McKenny, Leonard Hatrick

Apologies:
Councillor Finnan McCoy


Officials:

Joe McGuinness, Director of Services






Padraig Judge, Senior Executive Engineer






Miriam Roe, Town Clerk


















-------------------------------

MINUTE 84 /12

Minutes
On the proposal of Cllr. M Farrelly and seconded by Cllr. L Hatrick, the minutes of the meeting of 14th November, 2012 were agreed.

MINUTE 85 /12

Matters Arising:

J McGuinness to progress date for meeting with IDA and revert to Members.

MINUTE 86 /12

Planned Works

P. Judge, Senior Executive Engineer outlined all planned works for coming month and circulated same.

· Railings at Scoil Mhuire – Cllr  McKenny enquired re same. P Judge met with Principal previous week, matter to be progressed, budget permitting, in New Year.

· Footpaths at Drogheda Rd: Cllr Malone enquired would these be restored following Water Services work. P Judge confirmed.
· Footpath at Kevin O’Brien’s:  Cllr Malone stated water currently running into premises.  P Judge to investigate

· William St.  Cllr McCoy requested neon chevrons be put on railings at William Street to prevent vehicles hitting same. P Judge to investigate
· Pedestrian Lights:  Cllr McCoy asked if lights at Credit Union be changed to flashing beacons.  P Judge advised that these lights had a beep to assist those with visual impairments to cross safely.

· Water entering St Marys GFC:  Cllr McCoy stated water was flowing into car park from north side, could drainage be looked at.

· Cllr Farrelly asked if button on credit union side of pedestrian lights could be replaced.

· Cllr Malone asked if the location of the dipped footpath at William Street be investigated? Its proximity to the corner is a hazard for both pedestrians and road users.

· Cllr Tenanty asked if jumping church sign was ready to be erected. P Judge advised this would happen in New Year.

· Cllr Hatrick stated that manhole on Irish Street (Ulster Bank) is sinking also grates/gullies adjacent to Sizzlers causing problems.  P Judge advised they are on the list for attention in the New Year.

 MINUTE 87 /12

Nettuno:
Cllr Farrelly suggested ideas regarding Nettuno Visit and the Gathering 2013.  It was decided that a sub committee be formed to progress same in New Year.  Accommodation already booked for delegates.
It was agreed on the proposal of Cllr Tenanty and seconded by Cllr Farrelly that Ardee Town Council write to Baseball Ireland to suggest an invitation to coincide with the Gathering.

MINUTE 88 /12

 Notice of Motion:

From Cllr Hatrick

“Could the bollard at the entrance to the college be moved forward towards the College?  This would allow the Garda Patrol car to get in nearer to where the vandalism is going on?” 

Response was issued.  Discussion followed and Cllr McCoy asked P Judge to get a quotation for 4 lights for the area.  Cllr Tenanty asked Cllr McCoy to meet with the residents to ask if they wanted this.  Cllr McCoy agreed.

MINUTE 89 /12

Notice of Motion from Other Councils:

· Bandon Town Council : “That this Council writes to the Minister of Health calling on him to reverse the heartless cuts to Home Help and Home Care packages”.  This was supported on the proposal of Cllr McGeough and Seconded by Cllr McKenny.
· Naas Town Council:  “Naas Town Council calls on the Minister for 
Finance to remove the 23% VAT rate on digital school books in the 
forthcoming budget”.     This was taken as read.
· Castlebar Town Council: “That Castlebar Town Council resolves to write to Senator Martin McAleese in support of the Magdelene survivors and requests all Town, City and  County Councils to do the same”  This was taken as read.
· Ballinasloe Town Council: “That this Council completely reject the decision of the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government, Phil Hogan T.D, to abolish Town Councils.  This Council is of the very firm view that abolishing the unit of local government closest to the people and indeed the most efficient unit of local government (Town Councils) certainly doesn’t contribute in any way to bringing local government closer to the people. It is further proposed that this motion be circulated to all Local Authorities, T.D.’s , Senators in this state, to the AMAI and the Minister for Local Government for their consideration.”  -  This motion was supported on the proposal of Cllr Malone and seconded by Cllr McKenny.
MINUTE 90 /12

· AMAI Spring Seminar – it was agreed that as Cllr Tenanty was a nominated delegate that he would attend.
MINUTE 91 /12

Cllr Minogue:  The Councillor stated that there were a number of burglaries in the town in recent weeks and urged people to be vigilant.

Cllr Malone:  Cllr Malone stated that Adaptation Grants were necessary to keep people at home and that the Minister should be urged to provide adequate money for these grants.  It was again suggested that Cllr Malone submit this as a formal notice of motion which would be voted on at January’s meeting.
J McGuinness stated that there was an approximate 10% cut in these grants on last year.

Cllr Malone also addressed the issue of the reconfiguration of residential services in St Josephs’ Hospital in Ardee.  He stated that Ardee Town Council should make a submission re same.  It was agreed to place this item on January’s agenda for discussion.

Cllr McKenny:  The Councillor stated that there were numerous properties around the town that were included on the register of protected structures.  Many people didn’t realise that this was the case.  The cost of repair to such a building, in many cases, is prohibitive.  He asked that discussion be opened on this topic.  Following on from this discussion it was decided on the proposal of Cllr Minogue and Seconded by Cllr McKenny that:
a) A letter be sent requesting Louth County Council to review the list of protected structures

b) The Conservation Officer be requested to give a presentation on the procedure involved in listing a building, notifying an owner and how a building can be removed from the register.

New Local Government Structure:  J McGuinness circulated correspondence received from the Local Electoral Area Boundary Committee.  He urged the members to read this correspondence and make submission in regard to same.  This was an opportunity to make recommendations on the division of council areas and the number of members in each electoral area.
Following discussion it was decided to hold a special meeting to discuss this issue.  The meeting will be held on Wednesday 9th January, 2013 at 6.30pm.

Cllr Kavanagh:  Cllr Kavanagh  extended congratulations to local author, Patrice Reynolds on the publication of her first novel.
This concluded the meeting

Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________




Chairman

